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Nap 


Liberals protest at | 
Eden’s “‘futile excuses” | 


From a Special Correspondent | 
“ORE than 100 delegates to the 
annual conference of the 
Women's Liberal Federation Council 
at Hastings last week approved a 
motion calling, upon the Government 
to issue a report on the use and 
effects of the napalm—jelly petrol— 
mb. 
the motion in the name of the Watford 
‘vomen’s Liberal Association read:— 
“Information from various sources 
concerning military operations in Korea 


creates ihe impression that the new 
Weapon known as the napalm bomb is 
More horrible in its effects than any 


breviously used weapon of warfare, oe 
cept the atom bomb. , 
“While the latter is not being used 
at present, but is being held over as a 
deterrent avainst future warfare, it 
appears that the napalm bomb is now 
said to be a standard weapon for ar 
ombinge, especially in close support of 
sround troops. 
Report is called for 

“Tn view of this the Women's Liberal 
Federation calls upon the Government to 
issue a report upon the use and effects 
of {hs weapon of warfare with particular 
rerard ro the following points:— 

“What is the nature of the effects and 
the physical suffering upon casualties 
fram the napalm bomb? 

“By wiom is this bomb or any similay | 
bomb being used? 
<. Y it is being used by United Nations’ 
40TCes, by which forces and by whose 
orders? 

“Wha: is the value from a military 
standpoint of the bomb, and to what ex- 
tent has the bomb been used so as to 
Create casualties among the civilian | 
population?” 
Proposing acceptance of the motion, Mrs. 
Np Brinsley (Watford) said a report from 
America stated that despite public outcry | 
the bomb would continue to be used. A | 


question about it was dealt with similarly 
y Mr. Eden in the House of Commons, 
Who said that limitation of its use would 
be unlikely to bring an armistice any 
Nearer, 
_ “Yn this age of so-called civilisation 
it is bad enough to have to fight any 
war to defeat injustice and promote 
freedom,” said Mrs. Brinsley, “but to 
0 to war with weapons of this nature, 
used by us in the name of humanity and 
freedom, makes the position doubly 
appalling.” 
., “rs. Brinsley said that in a democracy 
‘ne people had the final say and we could 
east ensure that this weapon was not 
Used by our own forces. 


“The Overlord” will see it 


Seconding the motion, Mrs. Vera Wood- 
Ward (Nottingham) said she was heart- 
broken by Mr. Eden’s reply in the House. 

@y had hoped he would make a fine 
Foreign Secretary. ~ op 

“All these futile excuses,” she said, 

“that we cannot help the weapons we 

Use are invalid because gas was not used 

n the last war, and gas has nothing 

Upon this branding, searing bomb, which 

We regard so complacently.” +, 

n reply to questions the Federation's 
President, Mrs. Doreen Gorsky, said i 


resolution would certainly go to the Prime 
Minister, “the Overlord” of defence, the 
Nnited Nations, and anywhere else where 
‘hey thourht iit could do some good—and 
Certainly ta Mr. Eden. 


“The Modern Descent From the Cross,” 


Page 3; Emrys Hughes, MP, “Defence of 
the Napalm Bomb,” page 6. 


Young Methodists on 
“Christians and War” 


Young Methodists on ‘Christians and War 
Fo ingsway Hall, London, was packed with 
s2Ung people from hundreds of clubs all 
Ver Britain last week when the seventh | 
y.tgress.of the Methodist Association of | 
ence Clubs debated the peace and war, 
no commentary by Brian Harnwell, Peace 
ms Special Correspondent, who a 
} ational Service CO, will appear in 


\ ung 1s 
a week’s special “ Youth Number” of 
ace News, 

Other conference reports, page 5. 
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AFRICAN FEDERATION 
alm bombs|MUST BE GIVEN UP 


‘“Close association ”’ 


take a different form 
By the Rt. Hon A. CREECH JONES, PC 


"HE conference on Central African 
constitutional scheme” and for so 
in Africa before another conference 
A responsibility rests on all of us 
to influence the British Government 
along the right line of action. 
The Africans of the Central Afriean Pro- 
teetorates have refused to play any part in 
the shaping of a Federation constitution. 


Their opposition is unanimous and de- 
termined. 


They remind us that Nyasaland and 
Northern Rhodesia are protected terri- 
tories, and that we are their trustees who 
should promote their interests both in 
regard to land rights and __ political 
development. 

They do not agree to the transfer to a 
European minority of the Government and 
its development of their territories. They 
are no happier about the amended scheme 
prepared by the recent conference than the 
officials’ scheme presented to the Victoria 
Falls conference last year. 


Officials While-Washed Differences 


I will not describe the background of the 
three countries concerned, their history and 
the events of the past decade or so con- 
cerning the problem of closer association, 
but a few facts must be brought out. 

A Royal Commission rejected amalgama- 
tion of the territories before the war on 
remain substantially true 
to-day. 

There is 2 marked divergence between the 


should 


Federation has prepared a “ draft 
me months it will be studied here and 
is called to give it final shape. 


deficient in many things which Africans | 

regard as vitally important. 

The test now is whether the proposed new 
ccnstitution provides a basis for the future. | 

The Afvicans do not think it does. What 
are the objections which they make? 

The proposals set up a Legislative Coun- | 
cil and Executive over the three territories, 
but of 35 members of the Coungil only six 
seats vo to Africans. Southern Rhodesian i 
influence would dominate the Legislature. 

Effective control over most major services 
would be enjoyed by 170,000 Europeans | 
(many of whem will never make Central | 
Africa their permanent home and object of | 
their loyalty) in an African population of 
7 millions. | 

There will be a distribution of function 
between the Federal Government and the 
three territorial governments and the pro- 
tectorate status of the two northern terri- 
tories will be maintained. 

How that can be done when certain vital | 
scrviees affecting all the population have 
been surrendered to the Federal Government 
is not. clear, Consequently there are to be 
safeguards. 

But already Southern Rhodesia enjoys 
self-government (except as affects require- 
ments in their constitution permitting Lon- 
don to take some stand against discrimina- 
tory legislation) and she will not enter a 
federation which diminishes her self-govern- 

(Continued on page two) 


FOURPENCE 


St. Ives ban on Peace News 


THEIR LIBRARY 
MUST NOT BE 
“CONTROVERSIAL” 


A VIGOROUS protest against. the decision 
= of the Town Council to exclude Peace 
News from the St. Ives (Cornwall) Public 
Library was made in a leading article in 


; the St. Ives Times, on May 9, which alse 
: published a column 


wb! i of letters expressing 
similar views. 

_ The St. Ives Times had said the week pre- 
viously that it uundersteod that the Counci) 


| did not allow “literature of a controversial 


nature” in the public library. 
In a letler to the editor, M. H. Balance 


' writes that when he read this he “ went at 


once to see whatever papers they could have 


| found that conformed to this amazing rule. 


“All the papers There are controversial; 
miny of them more so than Peace News. 

“Oughn’t someone to tell the Council, so 
that they don’t make statements like this 


frank Vibert, PPU member who had 
offered to supply the paper to the library, 


| again? ” 


' pointed out in another Setter that a growing 


of } 
including: 


libraries up and down the 
Birmingham, Coventry 


number 
country, 


'and Leeds display Peace News. 


Dictators of public reading 


—‘We ave no friends of Peace News,” 
wrote the editor of the St. Ives Times in a 
leading article, or indeed of any organ that 
identifies itself with absolute pacifism... 
but .. .who are the Town Council of St. 
Ives to stifle its voice? ” 

“By so doing they set themselves up as 
the dictators of public reading and the 
arbiters of political thought. What is worse, 
they insult the publig of St. Ives by implying 
that we have not sufficient mentality to form 
our own sound judgments.” 


JAPANESE GET PEACE VIEWPOINT 


A Japanese newspaper, the Tokyo Asahi 
Shinbun, has run a series of articles on 
“How to Secuwe Peace in the World,” 
written by all the Nobel Peace Prize win- 
ners since 1946. 2 


native policy in Southern Rhodesia and the 
policies pursued in Nyasaland and Northern 
Rhodesia. Ps 

The officials’ report of Jast year white- 
washed the differences: they are real in 
regard to political and industria! advance 
and land rights. 

The Southern Rhodesians broke down 
the effort of co-ordination of the de- 
velepment policies of the three terri- 
tories by weakening the Central Africa 
Council after the good work it did. 

The speeches of the European leaders in 
Northern and Southern Rhodesia proclaims 
their contempt of London and of the Afri- 


ee 


The Right Hon. A. Creech Jones was 
Labour MP for Shipley from 1935-1950, 
when he was de- 
feated by 81 
votes. He writes 
out of his expert- 
ence as Secretary 
of State for the 
Colonies from 
1946-1950 and 
from chairman- 
ship and member- 
ship of many 
bodies and con- 
ferences con- 
cerned with the 
interests of 
colonial peoples. 
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cans, and their determination to establish 
European supremacy in government and 
end any control by the British Government, 


European demands 


Until last year there was practically no 
consultation with Africans on the question 
of constitutional change and the secret 
meetings of representative Europeans to 
concoct some scheme of federation in 1949 
onwards only outraged the Africans and 
strengthened their suspicions. 

There has been a consistent demand from 
the Europeans that they should be politic- 
ally dominant. 

Their demands have been strengthened by 
the need of greater economic co-operation 
between the territories, by the deep sus- 
picion which has been engendered between 
the races, by the fears of Afrikaan pene- 
tration and its weakening of the British 
tradition, and by the proximity of the Union 
of South Africa. : 

The officials, in their report last year, re- 
marked that federation was a_ practical 
policy provided it was based on genuine 
partnership between the races, 

That partnership policy was never 
worked out and the announcement of 
the Governor of Northern Rhodesia as 
to what it means leaves it hopelessly 


Earl Bathurst apologises 
RETRACTS STATEMENT ABOUT PPU 


AFTER REA 


action for libel brought by 


FFIRMING IT 


members of the National Council 


N 
Tee the PPU against the Earl of Bathurst and the Stroud Journal 
came up for judgment before Mr. Justice Parker in the Queen’s Bench 


Division on Monday. 


Mr. John Davidson, QC, appeared for the 
plaintiffs and Mr. Helenus Milmo for the 
-defendants. 


Counsel for the plaintiffs explained that 
an agreement had been reached between the 
parties concerned which he would ask his 
Lordship to approve after statements on 
behalf of the plaintiffs and the defendants 
had been read. 


Myr. John Davidson then read the follow- 
ing , statement: 


“This is an action for libel, brought by 
members of the National Council of an un- 
incorporated body called the Peace Pledge 
Union, against the Earl of Bathurst and 
the proprietors of a weekly newspaper 
called the Stroud Journal, which circulates 
extensively in the West of England, 


“The action arises out of a speech made 
by Lord Bathurst on May 16, 1951, at 
Frampton-on-Severn, Gloucestershire. 


“The theme of his speech was a warning 
that the Communist Party might eventually 
gain power in England if its members were 
allowed to infiltrate such bodies as the Civil 
Service, the Police Force, and the Church. 


“Lord Bathurst said there were certain 
organisations in England, controlled by 
prominent men, the sole aim of which was 
to draw people into the Communists’ web, 
and he named a number of organisations 
including the Peace Pledge Union. 


For constructive peacemaking 


“This speech was fully reported in the 
issue of the Stroud Journal dated May 18, 
1951. When this report was brought to the 
attention of the General Secretary of the 
Peace Pledge Union he at once wrote to 
the Stroud Journal on behalf of his organ- 
isation, repudiating Lord Bathurst’s alle- 
gat.on. 

“His letter was published in the issue of 
the newspaper dated June 1, 1951, and in 
the following issue, dated June 8, a reply 
to it from Lord Bathuist was published. 


’ “In his reply, Lord Bathurst stated that 


he had no wish to retract anything he had 
said at the meeting on May 16, and he 


affirmed his confidence in the Stroud 


Journal. 


In truth, however, the Peace Pledge 
Union is an organisation of sincere and 
genuine pacifists whose aim is to win 
adherents to the pledge to renounce war 
and to present as an alternative to re- 
armament a policy of constructive peace- 
making. It has publicly disassociated 
itself from the aims and methods of the 
Communist Party. 

“In the light of these facts it is clear 
that Lord Bathurst’s words constituted an 
unwarranted and unjustifiable reflection, 
however inadvertently made, upon the aims 
and methods of the Peace Pledge Union 
and on the bona fides of its sponsors and 
officers. 


“Neither of the Defendants has sought 
to say, at any stage in these proceed- 
ings, that there was the slightest truth 
in the imputation, and they intend, by 
their Counsel, to apologise wholeheartedly 
for the annoyance and embarrassment 
which the Plaintiffs have suffered. 

“In addition, the defendants have paid 
into court a sum of money and have agreed 
to indemnify the plaintiffs in respect of 
the cost of this action. 


“The plaintiffs have never sought to re- 
cover heavy damages, but to clear their re- 
putation from the allegations made against 
them, and in view of the full and frank 
apology and withdrawal to be made 
by the defendants they have agreed to 
accept the amount already paid into court. 
On these terms the action has been settled, 
and when my friend has expressed the 
defendant’s apologies I will ask leave te 
withdraw the record.” 


“Sincere regret” 


The defendants’ counsel then said: 

“On behalf of both defendants I desire 
to say that they fully accept that the Peace 
Pledge Union is in no way connected witb 
the Communist Party and that the sole aim 
of the Peace Pledge Union and its sponsors 


(Continued on page six) 
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THE ONLY SOLUTION 


AS each development of the means of 
** waging war brings more and more 
atrocious means of inflicting death and 
mutilation on simple human beings—and 
what is worse than either death or mutila- 
tion, turning what were human beings into 
mere living lumps of agony—there comes 
first of all to decent people the feeling: 
“This is too bad to goon. War has become 
too terrible to be waged. This must lead 
to a reaction that will help to give a peace- 
ful world” &. 


It is an illusion, however. 
action comes. 


No such re- 


What happened at Hiroshima and at 
Nagasaki was a crime at least as bad as 
anything that was brought to trial at 
Nuremberg. 


Although people now fear the future use 
of the atom bomb, they have mentally 
assimilated the fact that it is being made 
in quantities, and of increasingly greater 
destructive power. 


It has its place in the competition in 
armaments, and there is a race between 
the USA and the USSR as to which shall 
most rapidly accumulate the biggest stock 
of atomic weapons. 


+ 


We all know that if the two conflicting 
Power groups get to grips in a new world 
war the atomic bomb will most certainly 
be used; that the only way not to inflict 
cruel death on helpless rien, women and 
childyven is not to fight. 


* 


That is what the British Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs told, us last week. 


The report we included in the last issue 
on the series of questions in the Commons 
relating to the use of the petrol jelly bomb 
had to be truncated for reasons of space. 
The concluding reply given by Mr. Eden 
was to a comment by Ly. Horace King that 
“many Christian church folk in_ this 
country regard with profound disquiet the 
continued use of the napalm bomb, in view 
of the atrocious sufferings it inflicts upon 
innocent civjlian people.” 

Mr, Eden’s rejoinder was: 

“ Yes, Sir, but I think the House will 
understand—many of us understand— 
that almost all weapons create the most 
terrible suffering and I really do not | 
think that the solution of this matter is 
to be found by placing one weapon in a 
particular category of horror. The truth 
is that it is only by stopping the fighting 
that we can meet the situation.” 


There is, however, 2 subtle but impor- 
tant clifference between Mr. Eden’s pre- 
sentation of this truth and our owp 


We have commented that the only way 
not to inflict these sufferings upon inno- 
cent people is to stop fighting. 


For Mr. Eden the way is to stop the 
fighting 
ry oe 


There is a world of difference implied 
in the use of that definite artidle; indeed 
the difference may be quite literally a world 
—whether it will be possible in the future 
for a world of living creatures to exist. 


For the manner in which you stop the 
fighting without stopping fighting is to use 
every destructive instrument that you hold 
will assist toward that end. 


The fighting you are to stop is the fight- 
ing of the other side—the side which began 
it, or which at least compelled you to 
begin it. 


As this is the view the other side takes 
of it too, the destruction goes on; none stop 
fighting because all are too much engaged 
in stopping the fighting. 


* 


The Korean war ts a small engagement 
in which the two great Power groups try 
their relative strengths at the axpense of a 
little people they have each used as their 
tool. 


The fact that it is so limited has not 
prevented the use of the atrecious napalm. 
In a full-scale war the weapons to be used 
will be the weapons that each side feels 
in turn to be dictated by military necessity: 
napalm bomb, atom bomb, hydrogen bomb, 
even bacteriological warfare—-nothing is 
barred. 


As Mr. Eden says, the solution is not to 
be found in placing one weapon in a par- 
ticular category of horror. 


It is only to be found in stopping fight- 
ing; or as we should put it, in refusing 
to fight. 


eee 
—SEE SSS 


R.S.V.P. 

HE merit of the reply of the 

Western Powers to the second 
Soviet note on German unity lies in 
their readiness to begin negctiations 
and its request for.a further reply 
from Russia as to the methods of 
conducting them. 


The elections continue to hold central 
ylace, and the note outlines the following 
steps: 

an 


impartial commission ‘to determine 
whether the conditions necessary for 
free elections exist throughout Ger- 
many and if not, what steps should 
be taken to create the right conditions: 
a meeting of the four 

sider the report of the commission; 
the formation of an all-German gov- 


and 

discussions with that eBvernmment about 
the terms of a peace treaty with 
Germany. 

Though it may be necessary to limit dis- 
cussions in the first instance to the question 
of free elections, the renewed insistence on 
the suitability of the UN Commission for 
that purpose is to be reeretted. 

Not only is there legal sunport for the 
Soviet objection to the Commission, but its 
present powers would not enable it to 
recommend the steps to be taken to ensure 
proper conditions if it found that they did 
not exist at present. 

This suegestion looks rather like another 
instance of delaying tactics, although the 
Western Powers are avparently willing to 
consider any alternative suggestion put 
forward by the USSR. Since, however. 
any report has ultimately to be discussed 
by the representatives of the four Powers. 
why should ‘they not meet at once and 
themselves agree on a body to report to 
them, if they are not prepared to under- 
take the investigation themselves. 


Neutrality the answer 


For the rest, the note still seems to sug- 
vest that the Western Powers are not pre- 
pared for the sake of German unity to give 
up their conception of the part that Ger- 
many should play in Western defence. 

The note repudiates the Soviet view that 
a united Germany should be neutral as 
between East and West—wwhich seems to 
be a reasonable compromise between 
Eastern and Western interests. 

If the Western Powers continue to insist 
that a united Germany shall not only be 
a member of the United Nations (which 
Russia could hardly veto), but also a mem- 
ber of the European Defence Community 
(EDC) there is no basis of negotiation. 

It seems ironical that the West should 
claim that the Soviet proposal “ would put 
permanent shackles upon the German right 
of ‘international association” when the 
British and Americans are doing all they 
can in advance to bind Western Germany 


course but to follow where 
part has already gone. 


its Western 


Powers to con- ! 


ernment as a result of such elections; | 


BEHIND 
THE 
NEWS 


in EDC any suggestion of her withdrawal 
as the result of German unity would be 
regardded as a threat by the other powers? 


GERM WARFARE 


TPHE distinguished 


French journalist, 

M. Robert Guillain, examines in 
articles in Le Monde the various docu- 
ments that have been issued in support 
of the charges that the Americans are 
resorting to bacteriological warfare. In 
a future issue we may summarise the con- 
clusions he reaches. 

On page 4 we publish some out of the 
many letters we have received following: 
our comments on the subject. We do not 
propose to reply in detail to the points 
made in these letters; indeed we have 
not the space to do so, although we have 
felt it desirable to hold over other impor- 
tant material in order to provide space 
for these letters. 

The introductory comments of M. 
Guillain, however, so admirably sum up 
what seems to be the obviously reason- 
able conclusion on the subject that we 
give a translation of them here: 


“And if it were true? After all these 
accusations merit at least to be examined.” 
That is what many people, no doubt, have 
said to themselves, 

I have tried personally to make that ex- 
amination, and to do it without a precon- 
ecived opinion, on the basis of the decumen- 
tation that is presented to us; publications 
of the World Pence Council relative to bac 
tertological warfare, the report of the 
Chinese commission of inguiry, and in- 
formation that has appeared in the Press. 

That examination has left me very scepti- 
cal on the dossier of accusation, and pro- 
foundly troubled. 

Not only troubled by the fact... that 
the bacteriological arm really exists, even 


so closely into their defence plans that | 
they hope a united Germany will have no | 


In this connection it is significant that ' 


Britain, the USA and France are reported 
to be in agreement on a declaration em- 
bodying a stern warning against secession 
by any country from 


remains to be proved, 

But troubled quite as much by this: the 
hundred questions, embarrassing for the ac- 
cusers, that are raised by an examination 
of their case, and which demand a reply 
before an impartial judgment can be made; 


if its employment in China and Korea. still | 


and the fact that this has not prevented | 


propuganda, without waiting further, declar- 
ing the Americans guilty of odious crimes. 

Millions of people, sincere but influenced 
by their political opinions have subscribed 
ty these accusations before they have been 
seriously and impartially verified. 

It is after having dragged in the mud 
the name of the accused that the accusers 
themselves ask for an inquiry which will 
bring everything to the light of day. And 

. they refuse the inquiry offered by the 
Red Cross, to announce that investigators 
above all suspicion will be chosen—by them- 


| selves through the mediation of the World 


Such a step will be considered a serious | 


which NATO 
Article 4 


matter on 
consult under 
Atlantic Treaty. 
What is this but an advance warning 
that once Western Germany is incorporate 


members would 
of the North 


Peace Couneil.” 


Unity cannot be achieved either by 
Western Germany trying to drag Eastern 
Germany with it into the Western bloc as 
the price of unity, or vee versa. 


CENTRAL AFRICAN FEDERATION 


(Continued from page one) 


ment—over black as well as white—in 
Southern Rhodesia and throughout Centra! 
Africa. 

For her, governmen- at the centre must 
be strong and exercise important powers or 
she will not play. 

_ The Africans are therefore rightly scep- 
tical about. the safeguards. They anticipate 
that hefore iong the Federal Government 
will want dominion status) And what then? 

South Africa is before their eyes. What 
are the value of safeguards then? En- 
trenched clauses in constitutions do not seem 
to help. 


And in policy, will federation encour- 
age the economic development of Nyasa- 
land for Africans, or control European 
immigration, Jand transfer and enter- 
prise? 

Will it allow Africans into its publie 
services and concede them _ industrial 
rights? 

Will Africans reach a democratic state 
in British Central Africa or be 
denied political advancement in the 
Federation as they are in Southern 
Rhodesia today? 

But the apologists for the federation 
policy say the safeguards are soundly con- 
ceived. Are they realistic and practical? 
The Africans think not. 


Why Board will not work 


It is proposed to create an African Affairs 
Board. Only one African out of three mem- 
bers will sit on it, 

If it is a strong Board intent on fulfilling 
its job and examining all proposals by the 
Federal Government it will be a source of 
irritation, of delay and disappointment to 
that. government. For London, as with 
Southern Rhodesia in the past 28 years, will 
never be prone to support the Board and 
over-ride the Federal Government. When 
it suits the Federal Government, appeals to 
the Privy Council will only strengthen its 


desire for independence and complete self- 
government without such restraints. 

It is a nity that the argument in the public 
mind is the one set by the Europeans in 


Central Africa—whether there should be | 


federation or not. We are all agreed that 
there should be some degree of closer asso- 
ciation. 

The real question is the form close agso- 
ciation should take. We dare not fly in the 


Chief railways... ++ 
Miles 


By permission of The Crown Colorist. 


face of the unanimous opposition of the 
Africans to federation—that is to increase 
racial bitterness and ensourage great dan- 
gers throughout British Africa. 

I believe that an answer in practical terms 
can be found if Southern Rhodesia really 
wants to attain the objects which the British 
Government has proclaimed it seeks. Why 
not discuss the alternatives to federation or 
amalgamation ? 

There are examples in Africa which afford 
guidance. I suggest this is the way to closer 
association. Certainly federation must be 
abandoned. 


A united Germany must imply a neutral 
Germany. 


More haste, less speed 


In the meantime, every effort is being 
made to overcome difficulties in the way 
of a speedy conclusion of the Contractual 
Agreement between the Western Powers 
and Western Germany, even the proposal 
that important parts of it should come 


into force as soon as they are initaalled » 


and not require ratification by the Federal! 
German Government. 


Why should Mr. Eden insist that delay 13 
dangerous unlless he fears a united German 


| government would never consent to do 
what the Bonn Government may be per- 


/suaded to do. If delay is dangerous, all 

the more reason for pressing ahead with 
| the unity of Germany, so that there may 
| be as soon as possible a united German 
government which can act and speak for 
Germany. 


The issue seems plain. If the Wester 
Powers insist on bringing Western Get 
many into a Western alliance, then good- 
bye to Germany unity. If the advantages 
of German unity outweigh any possible 
disadvantages (as plainly they do), then 
the Western Powers must announce Hv 
mediately that any agreement with Western 
Germany will be regarded as provisional, 
not operative until ratified by alll the 20% 
ernments concerned (including a uniter 
German government if possible) and thal 
no attempt will be made to secure ratitica 
tion by other yovernments so long 25 there 
is the sKghtest chance of free Germit 
elections and an all-German government. 


Truth will out 


HOUGH the discussions in the 

House of Commons about the 
publication of a report on the Euro: 
pean situation attributed to Admiral 
Fechteler brought a denial from the 
Prime Minister that there had bee! 
any leakage of secret informaticn, 1 
actually also brought some confirm’ 


dealt with in the report itself. 


Mr. Churchill, in his reply, stated: 

“ Undoubtedly a very serious situavior 
exists. ... We in this country are  ° 
particular position of prominence 10 ene 
great antagonism of the world owing © 
the fact that Mr. Shinwell and his col 
leaeues—I do not say wrongly —esta?” 
lished on their responsibility a ste! 
Anglo-American base in East Anglia 
which undoubtedly renders us specially 
liable to the counter-attentions of th 
other side.” 


tion of at least part of the materia! | 


The attempt to score off Mr. Shinwell | 


does not lessen the responsibility of the 
present Government for continuing to allow 
the American bases in this country whic! 
render us specially liable to atitack. 


We thought that it was a major purpose | 


of a Government to defend the interes! 
of the people, not to jeopardise them. 


It can hardly be expected that there will 
be a ready response to the demat pe 
volunteers for civil defence while the G0%” 
ernment continue through their policy ! 
put us in special peril of air attack. 


The Fechteler Document 


T now appears that the Fechtele! 
dccument is likely to have beé" 
a concoction. 


Le Monde mildly comments that it b@ 
apparently been deceived and proceeds tra, 
quilly to the discussion of the issues rais® 
in the document. 

There was possibly a certain readineS 
to be deceived on the part of M. Beuve” 
Mery, the Editor, and the strategem he hae 
adopted seems a very dubious one—some 
thing like the Tory strategem of the Zine” 
viev letter in this country a quarter of * 
century ago. 

There is no question that it has been * 
formidable success, however. Even in 
newspapers that were most prompt in co™ 
demning the publication of the documel 
there has been a disposition to discuss, 


| consequences of the strategic conception 


disclosed; for what it—not the docume® 
itself, but what it points to—makes appar, 
ent is that the French colonial empire W? 
certainly cease to be French should the! 
be a war and that there is also likely # 
be very little French control iett as a ° 
sult of preparation for that war. 


Silence from the Commande! 


The “Fechteler” document only rais®. 
matters that could have been presented - " 
consideration by a competent journalist, 0¥. 
it has presented them in a dramatic W*? 
and concentrated attention upon them. 


The substance of the document is a 
tained in an article written by the America” 


naval officer Cemmander Talerico and pur 
lished a year and a half ago in a navé) 
mgazine circulating in the American Na 


Services. 
expresses 


Le Monde expresses surprise that Com 
mander Talerico has not spoken up a 
claimed the contents of the document it oe 
published; and also that Admiral Fe {0 
teler should have caus:d so much Lime to 
be spent in searching the naval archives ... 
find if there was anything akin to the Prise 
lished document that could have given * 
to the contentions it contains. 


im: | 
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THE MODERN DESCENT FROM 


OT since I read “Cry the Be- 

loved Country ” have I been so 
moved, so intolerably moved, to the 
Polnt of having occasionally to stop 
reading, by a book as by this latest 
Personal record of the Korean war, 
‘Korean Reporter,” by René Cut- 
forth, who went out to Korea in the 
Winter of 1950 as BBC reporter. 


No doubt many people will be moved by 
't—as by the film of Alan Paton's novel— 
Ut it is permissible ito ask one-self how 
Many of them will relate the pity and 
horror aroused in them on behalf of the 
Wretched Korean people to modern warfare 
43 4 whole; just as one wonders how many 
of the people who enjoy a good cry over 
‘he film depicting the social and moral 
Wagedy of «a South African shanty-town 
Wul be alive to the anti-imperialist impli- 
cations, 


But in the ease of Kovea not tu realise 
the Dnplications whilst there is still time 
§ to aid and.abet the general impulse to 
WMiversal destruction, 


Books. have been published about what 
happened — in Nagasaki and Hiroshima 
when the atomie bombs were dropped— 
st hand stories of human beings flayed 
‘live—and people have read them and mur- 
Inured “ Dreadful!” and deceived them- 
Selves thal in another worldswar the atomic 
bomb will not be used. 


Now we have the first-hand stories of 
eat the napalm bombs dropped by the 
-'Mted Nations on Korea do to human 
eings—the most conmmonly quoted pas- 
ee in René Cutforth’s book describes it 
‘DP 174), The passage is tuo dreadful to 
Mote yet again here, 


Briefly, napalm iis jellied petrol. An 
English’ colonel told René Cutforth, “It 
reaches a temperature of more than 1000 
“grees Centigrade in a few seconds. 
Norrible stuff.” 


Its funetion as a bomb is to burn every- 
‘fing, ineluding’ human beings, over a wide 
afea, The flaming petrol blinds as well as 
5urns, and people why survive the roasting 
‘lve are likely to become mentally af- 
feeted from the shock. 


, Perhaps there are people who believe 
that this bomb, tov, woutd not be used, 
though since the United Nations are freely 
Using jt in Korea against Koreans and 
Chinese why should not an enemy use it 
‘wainst us? “Ah, but we are not helpless 
Peasants; we have something called Defence 
Measures, . . .” 

The people of Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
Were not helpless peasants. Nor were the 


— 


“Allen Wingate, 13s. 6d. 


Sn es 


ARE YOU SOAP-CONSCIOUS? 


, May I have another wrapper for my 
feace News Box. I keep it in the bath- 
room as we are the only people with one, 
“nd charge 3d. a time in the PN Box.” 
—Leiter from PN distributor. 

"PHe financial principle involved is sound. 
—- But doubt whether this particular 
application of it 
cessful. 

The circle of people referred to may be 
“ultably soap-minded but for many of us 
SUch an imposition would be sufficient to 
feflect any but the strongest ablutionary 
‘mpulse and turn the scale in favour of 
Tocrastination or dry-cleaning. 

t se&ms to me but one degree less self- 
efeating than an attempt to persuade a 
yall boy to allot a regular percentage of 
Is pocket money for the pleasure of wash- 
Meg his neck. He would merely welcome 
Such 
Oly unlaved, and rightly. 

It is true that to many English people 
Cleanliness is synonymous with Godliness, 
and as they would not like it to be known 
that they didn't think a bath worth 3d. 
Such a charge may be recommended as a 
“seful form of blackmail. | 

As against that. although the form of 
Neurosis known as Bath Complex is a pecu- 
larly English complaint, a majority of us 


will prove widely suc- 


a good excuse for remaining comfort- | 


*re still happily immune from it, and J 
“far that a bath tax would prove but a 
Neagre source of revenue. 
. Nevertheless, our friend has the right 
Idea. what we need is the extension of this 
*Xcellent method of extraction to Juxuries 
0d necessities, and as a man of broad 
“ternational outlook I'm not sure that a 
ath is either. | 
B. J. BOOTHROYD. | 
since May 2 £45 Os. add. 
sth . £367 tts. 10d. 
p cheques. etc., payable to 
poles News, Ltd. and address them to 
,°ra Britlain, Treasurer, Peace News, | 
© Blockstock Road, N.4. 
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PEACE - BULDERS 
Work - Study - Travel System |. 


offers free hospitalities enabling 
YOU to see constructive 
approaches to peace in other 
Countries. 


Write, enclosing s.a.e.. to 


135, Foden Rd, Birmingham, 22a. 


‘against those ungodly 


ETHEL MANNIN 


reviews 


Rene Cutforth’s “Korean 


Reporter’ * with its first hand stories of what napalm 
bombs dropped by UN on Korea do to human beings 


people of Hamburg and Dresden, many of 
whom were burnt alive when “ fire bombs ” 
iurned these cities into furnaces. 


A nuuber of opinions are expressed in 
“ Korean Reporter,” but they are not ex- 
pressed by the author; he merely reports. 
He reports what he sees, and only once in 
the whole book—that I can find—does he 
make any comment. 


And indeed, in an atmosphere in which, 
as he says, “all pain and evil seem inevi- 
table,” what comment. is there to make? 

Sometimes he permits himself a wry. 
“Thad’s that,” of impotence in the face of 
suffering or tragedy--as when a woman 
and her children are separated from the 
father of the family when the refugees from 
Seoul are flecing across the frozen viver 
aod ihe military jpolice, acting on army 
HQ orders, foree the crowds back at the 
point of auLomatie guns. 


The exodus had to be Stopped because 
the roads on the other stde were already 
jammed with refugees, and military lraffic 
was al a standstall—“ the railway tracks 
fhemselves were moving rivers of refugees, 
and the people died in bundreds under the 
wheels of trains.” 


The woman and childven had erossed the 
ice, convoyed by her husband, then he had 
wone back for another load; but at that 
point the traffic across the ice was stopped. 
The woman screamed in her despair and 
frenzy. No one knew what to do; because 
there was nothing te do. It was only one 
of many “frightful tragedies born in thal 
moment.” An American sergeant clicked 
his tongue and said, “I dunno. ... 7 just 
dunno,” then he turned away. 


“That's what owe all did. ... When the 
police came back, mortars bebind us 
lobbed their shells on to the river and 
broke up the ice. That was that.” 


Bui what calls fonth something more in 
the nature of direct comment is when two 
children, a boy and 2 girl, about seven or 
eight, whom Mr. Cutforth and his col- 
league had given a lift in their jeep into 
Suwon walk away “in the dust and gloom” 
on arrival. 

“There was an uncomfortable silence 
in the jeep. ‘JT expect they'll be all 
right, said Ifoskyn at length. 1 didn’t 
see why they should be. Nobody else 
did. Oh welll.” 


Mr. Cutfortin devotes a chapter to the 
work of Padre Blaisdell picking up stray 
children in Seoul and taking vhem_ to an 
orphanage, and finally indueing the Korean 
Government Lo transport them-—by troop 
planes when the port was found to be un- 
usable--to a south coast island. “ They 
sey the real victims of the war,” the padre 
said. 


He had become “ obsessed by the fate of 
the children,” and finally abandoned all 
other work to save them. The tragedy of 
the lost and orphaned children runs. all 
through the book—ithat and the endless 
silent columns of refugees. 


There is a description of the arrival of 
a train from Seoul. When the train 
stopped no one moved. They 
They -were frozen stiff. The crowd waiting 
on the station climbed up on the engine 
and the trucks to unclasp frozen fingers 
and support numb bodies. Against the 
sooly background of that station, the 
Koreans played the parts the twentieth 
cenlury had assigned them, and staged 
their modern “descent from the cross” in 
au hundred grotesque positions. , 


A rough computation by an American 
sergeant on the train put that jouyney’s 
casualties at 170—mostly killed outright 
ov left to die after being thrown’ from the 
roofs of coaches in tunnels. 

Whit it all adds up to is perhaps best 
expressed. in the words of the Korean 
Catholic priest to René Cutforth when he 
was leaving “Chosen,” the ancient name 
for Korea, “The Land of the Morning: 
Calm.” He gaid: 


“Its casy to be sentimental about 
us now that we are suffering. Do you 
know if you held a plebiscite in South 
Korea the Communist vole would be 
more than seventy-five per cent? We 
are used to masters. Your armies have 
not behaved well to the people and we 
dislike you all cordially. It is impos- 
sible to keep these great theories of 
freedom in front of the eyes of 
simple people. They are afraid of the 
bombs and the burning and the raping 
behind the battle line. The Chinese 
understand us much better, I’m afraid. 
Your cause is good, but you have lost 
our goodwill, and though you all appear 
to despise us, that is a big thing: to lose. 


couldn’t. | 


PEACE NEWs—3 


THE CROSS 


May 23, 1952, 


In this country, manners count for every- 

thing.” 

Some of us would dispute whether the 
cause is good, whether there was ever 
American purity of motive, but even con- 
ceding sincerity one is thrown back upon 
ihe reply--which cannot be quoted too 
often—of the Seuth Korean who was 
asked whether he would sooner be donu- 
nated by the Americans or the Comniunists 
—‘does it matter to the blade of grass 
whether it is eaten by a horse or a cow? ” 


“Koreau Reporter” should be read and 
pondered. It is all that the “bhirb ” on the 
jacket claims for it—it has verve, 
humanity, and humour—but more impor- 
tantly it impliciily presents the terrifying 
and tragic and prophetic picture of “the 
modern descent from the cross *—which 
world-humanity must make if it does not. 
“repent ” in time and renounce, finally and 
forever, the barbarism of war---not merely 
atomic war or napalm war or bacteriolo- 
gical war, but all war. 


URANIUM 235 
The Embassy Theatre 
rpue message of this play, written by 
Ewan MacColl for the Edinburgh Festi- 
val last year, is the achievement of science 


; in releasing atomic energy and the terrible 


but potentially blessed responsibility it 
puts on every member of society, be he 
scientist or factory worker, actor or mem- 
ber of the audience, to see that it is used 
for peaceful ends and not for war. 

Ji dramatises the struggle of scientific 
enquiry, through the ages, against super- 
stition, fear and selfish greed and the 
parallel struggle for very life, which has 
been the common lot of the lower levels 
of society in every aige. 

Burlesque, satire, melodrama and symbo- 
lism are combined brilliantly by a handful 
of actors with a minimuni of stage pro- 
perties, to convey the message vividly. 
Comedy and pathos are made the servants 
of a conscience awakener which the world 
sorely needs. The cast are obviously dedi- 
cated to their vision and message and their 
effort is an rmportant contribution to work 
for peace, 

While, because of its unpopular nioral, 
this play could never be a West End suc- 
cess, it has already been on tour very 
successfully in the North of England. 
Surely Peace Groups could make more use 
of it by carefully organising area tours 
for the company (Theatre Workshop) on 
the lines of the wartime theatre presenta- 
tions arranged by C.E.M.A. M.F. 


The Correspondence of John Bunyan, 


Pilgrim 


as it Appeared in a Dream to Mr. Tax-Gatherer Implacable 


To My. Tax-Gatherer Implacable 
from John Bunyan, Pilgrim, 
The Jail, Bedford. 

Dear Sir, 

I write to yow as one who thought him- 
self fair for the Celestial City, and had joy 
in the hope that all good men should pre- 
sently go thither. But I am shut up again 
in this iron cage. I cannot get out, and 
my days of darkness seem without end. 

Yet, be il known to you, Sir, that when 
I consider the roughness of your letter de- 
manding three hundred pounds nine shill- 
ings and seven pence halipenny from John 
Bunyan, Esq., tinker and author, who never 
in his life possessed so great a sum, I am 
refreshed by the laughter which God brings 
to my lips. Your letter gives me assurance 
that proud men in authority will eventually 
confound themselves by their own stupidity, 

it is not three months since | appeared 
before the Tribunal presided over by Chief 
Justice Old Man, who together with Lord 
Prevarication and Sir Having Greedy, put 
to me questions regarding my conscience. 

§ 

“You are accused,’ saj¥d Chief Justice 
Old Man, “ of showing nothing but gentle- 
ness towards your. enemies. It is alleged 
that you have deelared on several occasions 
that you will not take up the sword even 
villains who set 
themselves flat against us and Christianity. 
Have you anything to say in your defence 
before we despatch you out of the way?” 

“ By my faith, 1 have, sir,” I told him. 
“T believe that these who do not love their 
enemies, and take up the sword to kill them, 
shall perish by it. Therefore I may not kill 
because worldly men command me to do 
so.” 

“By God, sirrah, that is blasphemy! ” 
Sir Having Greedy protested. 

“Clearly this fellow has never heard of 
the Gospels of Our Lord Jesus Christ,” said 
Lord Prevarication. 

‘Indeed so!” muttered Chief Justice Old 
Man. “It is scandalous that a Christian 
who believes in the Resurrection can pre- 
tend to have an objection ta killing the 
body which will rise to glorify God.” 

“Tf 1 may speak a few words plainly, 


| girs,” I said, “the un-Christian cap fits 


those who sit on the other side of the 
bench. But it is not for me to instruct you 


in the word of God at this time, but rather 
for you to examine your own consciences 
to see by what standards the malicious law 
you uphold can judge truth.” 

The Chief Justice tapped the bench with 
his spectacles. 


Who Would True Valour See 


“ Order, order!” he cried. ‘“ Contempt of 
court!” 1t is indeed not meet for a tmker 
to instuct the officers of the law in the word 
of God. But it would have benefited this 
occasion had you received proper instruc- 
tion in the law before so impertinently 
Opening your mouth. For had you employed 
a lawyer to defend you, he would have 
opened your eyes to the fact that what does 
not please us does not please God either.” 

“Then do you claim, sir, that laws made 
by men are divine? ” 

Sir Having Greedy blew out his. cheeks, 
purple-veined like the leaves of a cabbage. 

“The only thing that will benefit such an 
obstinate ass is a good thrashing. But un- 
happily the law is weak on that point. 
Gentlemen, can we not persuade him to a 
better manner by quoting the penalties of 
his peacefulness under the Act, rather than 
by bandying the Seriptures with him?” 

“J object!” cried Lord Prevarication. 
“To threaten the rogue at this stage would 
be improper. Justice must be done. Tell 
me, vile fellow, does it not command you 
in the Scriptures to respect the judgment 
of those in authority? ” 

“ By your leave, sir, Christians are com- 
manded to show respect te the Sermon on 
the Mount of Him who said ‘ Judge not that 
ye be not judged.’” 

Sir Having Greedy growled in his throat 
after the nature of a great hound deprived 
of a bone. He banged with his fist upon 
the bench so that it quaked. 

“ Sirrah, sirrah, we do not wish to have 
our ears bored with the catechism of some 
infernal Quaker. Think yourself fortunate 
that [ do not boot you owt of the court. 
Have you anything further to say before 
we proceed to remove your name from the 
Register? ” 

“Yes, sir. I desire to know why you 
seek to do harm to a man who harms 
neither you, his neighbour, his enemy, nor 
his friend? If you gentlemen of the law 
are bent on doing violence, how can there 
be peace in the land?” 

“We are not here to answer your ques- 
tions, you saucy fellow,” retorted Lord 
Prevarication. “It is you who have been 
brought to be questioned regarding your 
conscience. Our business is to judge, and 
may God help you.” 

“My conscience is no man’ business but 
mine, and can be judged by God only.” 


§ 


“Let's finish with the fellow,” muttered 
Sir Having Greedy to the Chief Justice: 
“T cannot endure his face.” 

“TI sympathise,” replied the _ learned 
judge, “for I hate the very looks of him. 
But this is a public trial, so there is noth- 


By Dennis Stoll 


ing for it but to question hin further. 
Soon he will slip and give us a decent ex- 
cuse to condemn him.” 

“ Hearken, sirrah,” said Lord Prevarica- 
tion to me, “if we have the grace to find 
that you possess a conscience, will you 
accept certain conditions? Every man musi 
pay a fair price for the luxury of living in 
peace and love, even if it is only love of 
his enemies,” 

“} cannot,” [ told him. 
bought and sold.” 

“ How now, fellow? 
for love in our time, have we not? 
ha!” 

“Though faithless ones can, for carnal 
lusts, pawn, or mortgage, or sell what they 
have, and themselves and their consciences 
outright to boot; yet they that have faith 
in the love of God, though but a little of 
it, cannot do so. Here, therefore, my brother 
is the mistake iu your argument.” 

“ Quite so,” Chief Justice Old Man said, 
and pul on his spectacles. ‘ Are we all 
agreed that the petitioner has no con- 
science?” 

“Not a shred! ” cried Sir Having Greedy. 

“He is the kind vf puritan who would 
regard even the Devil’s life as sacred,” Lord 
Preyarication gave his verdict. “1 think 
he should be hanged.” *e 

Chief Justice Old Man gave a great cough 
and his spectacles dropped to the fluor. 

“ Unfortunately that is not yet the law, 
so we must be content with imprisonment 
for the present,” g 


“John Bunyan,” cried the clerk of the 
court, “is there any -reason why sentence 
should not be passed tspon you?” 

I rose and answered him: “If I have 
spoken evil, bear witness of the evil: but 
if well, why do you sentence me?” 

Chief Justice Old Man received his spec- 
taeles again in to his hands and placed 
them upon the end of his nose. | 

“1t is the decision of this Tribunal,” he 
pronounced severely, “that you, John 
Bunyan, tinker and author, of no perma- 
nent address, should be struck from the 
Register of Pilgrims. Next case, please!” 

That is why, Mr. Tax-Gatherer Implac- 
able, I] once more find myself in Bedford 
Jail, Would not the powers of this world 
be wiser if they treated Pilgrims as free 
men, and encouraged them in peace, so that 
they might increase their works of love 
and understanding? I await your reply 
with brotherly expectation. 

Yours in the faith, 
JOHN BUNYAN. 


(Concluded) 


Gray 


“Love is not 


We've all had to pay 
Ha, 
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LETTERS TO 


The Peace Pledge Union and the 


British Peace 


JN your report of the PPU Annual 

General Meeting certain  state- 
ments are made about the British 
Peace Committee and the World 
Council of Peace which eannot go 
unchallenged, 


In the first place, the British Peace Com- 
the 
of the World Council of 


nilttee is not, as a 
“ British section ”’ 
Peace. We are an independent British move- 
ment. We do, however, fully support the 
work of the World Council, which does not 
have sections or affiiations of any sort. 

On what basis Minnie Pallister says that 
the World Council and the British Peace 
Committee are “p -pared to use force,” I 
don’t know. Our whole work is directed to 
securing the settlement of all international 
disputes by negotiation. We advocate dis- 
armament, and support the very practical 
immediate disarmament proposals of the 
World Council, which we regard as a stage 
towards ultimate total world disarmament. 
I cannot imagine where Stuart Morris can 
have found any statements by officials of 
the World Council of Peace of the sort which 
are quoted in your report. I challenge him 
to produce a single statement by any officer 
of the Council or any document of the 
Council which is anything other than an 
appeal for the settlement of disputes with- 
out force, round a table. 


What useful purpose is served at this 
extraordinarily critical time, when we may 
be on the verge of irrevocable decisions ex- 
tending the war in the Far East, and divid- 
ing Germany permanently with all the in- 
herent dangers of a European Korea, jn one 
peace organisation attacking another? This 
summer of 1952 is perhaps the most fateful 
of the Twentieth Century. Every one of 
us who has the cause of peace at heart needs 
to exert every effort, every ounce of self- 
sacrifice, to throw back the forces of war. 


May I make the most urgent appeal that 


matter of fact, 


we try to help one another in this, and not 


Holidays for FSU children 


W ITH the approach of summer our Units 
$ in Manchester, Liverpool, York, Shef- 
field, Birmingham and London are again 
making arrangements for holidays for the 
children of families with whom we are work- 
ing. These children all live in the most 
squalid surroundings, in homes lacking even 
a minimum of comfort, often sadly neglected 
by their parents. 

A holiday in a good home and happy sur- 
roundings can mean so much to such chil- 
dren. Apart from the happiness it gives, 
we find from experiengre that they derive the 
greatest benefit both physically and psychol- 
logically. 

We should be most grateful if any of your 
readers would be willing to offer hospitality 
to a child or children—preferably during 
the school holidays. 

Offers should be sent to me at the above 
address, and I shall be pleased to supply 
further information upon inquiry. 

DAVID JONES Secretary. 

Family Service Units, 

159, Westbourne Grove, London, W.11. 


Taxes for relief—not arms 
JN the BBC Home Service on May 2 a 


distressing picture was painted of pre- 
sent conditions among European refugees. 
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Committee 


attack one another in a way which can only 
weaken the cause of peace? 
V. DUNCAN JONES, 
Gen. See, British Peace Committee, 

81, City Road, London, E.C.1 

Stuart. Morris, General Secretary of the 
PPU! replies: “A fair reading of the brief 
report in Peace News doves not suppert the 
criticisms which Duncan Jones makes, nor 
the implications which he draws. There was 
no question of an attack. 

The matter only arose because a member 
of the BPC (who is also @ member of the 
PPU) challenged the decision of the the 
National Council abouut our relations with 
the BPC. 

It was my duty to explain briefly some 
of the reasons which led to that decision, 
and I was careful to express regret for its 
necessity and to say that “ the door was still 
open. 

I did not say that the BPC was affiliated 
to the WPC, but that “ association with the 
BPC involved association with the WPC and 
all that implies.” So lung as the BPC “fully 
supports the work of the World Council” 
the whole set-up of the WPC is of import- 
ance. 

Nor did 1 claim, except in one case, tu be 
quoting frum members of the WPC; but in 
countries where Governments support or 
sponsor the World Peace Council and their 
appeals, extracts from official articles or 
speeches dre eviddence of the meaning which 
is attached to peace. 

The question of the attitude to force can 
be settled tf the WPC or the BPC will state 
specifically that they are opposed to the use 
of violence under all circumstances. That ts 
the basis of PPU policy and action, and the 
cause of peace is not best served by an 
attempt to present a uniformity where there 
is no fundamental agreement on the mean- 
ing of peace. 

The diversity which leaves each free to 
make his own contribution ts better than a 
uniformity which seeks to force thinking and 
action into one pattern. That is why | said 
that “we should remain good friends as we 
went our different ways.” 


If the Government—albeit belatedly, and 
with small regard for the fact that their 
foreign policy is ensuring that the same 
conditions will recur—feel genuine concern 
for the plight of these incredibly wretched 
people, would they be prepared te go a step 
further than verbal cendolence and allow 
those o£ us who are also sympathetic to con- 
tribute our income tax payments (or at least 
that portion of them that is financing the 
arms drive) to the furtherance of relief 
work? 

lf enough people would petition the Go- 
vernment along these lines, it is just con- 
ceivable that the suggestion would receive 
recognition, if not acceptance, while it might 
perhaps serve as the thin end of a wedge 
for those who are concerned that they have 
no control over the State’s use of inland 
revenue. JON WYNNE-TYSON. 


38, The Grove. London, N.3. 


Facts behind the PPU’s figures 


TPHE reference to the Peace Pledge 

Union’s accounts in the AGM report in 
Peace News (May 2), may be misleading 
to those members who were unable to attend 
the meeting or who have not seen a copy 
of the published accounts. 

The only figure mentioned is that of the 
surplus of £930, but in presenting my re- 
port I emphasised that this must be placed 
in its true perspective by reference to the 
balance sheet. This reveals that our re- 
sources—as distinct from our excess of in- 
come over expenditure for the year—are not 
more than £140 (excluding valu of station- 
ery and literature stocks) and that as this 
represents only ten days’ expenditure we 
are really living a hand-to-mouth exist- 
ence. Our surplus of £930 has put us back 
on our feet—but unless money comes in 
regularly we cannot take many steps 
forward. 

I realise that the columns of Peace News 
are not the proper place for a discussion of 
these issues; if readers who require fur- 
ther information on the accounts would 
write to me at Dick Sheppard House I shall 


! be glad to help them. 


DOUGLAS CLARK. Accountant. 


Peace Pledge Union, 
Dick Sheppard House, 
6, Endsleigh Street, W.C.1. 


For unity in religion 


I shall be glad if you will allow me to 
explain why the Religion Commission of 
the PPU has constituted itself a Pacifist 
Religious Fellowship, and arranged a series 
of Universalist Pacifist Religious Services 
at Denison House. 
1. We want to emphasise the elements 
that are common to all the Great Religions, 
the principles that unite mankind, discard- 


| ing those doctrines that divide. 


2. We seek the fellowship of pacifists who 
have no theological beliefs; Humanists, 
who may think Man is possibly only a casual 
bye-product of the evolutionary process who 
nevertheless are resolute in defence of re- 
ligious values and remain defiant in defeat. 
We would like to provide a spiritual home 
for all such rebels and heretics. 


GLADYS GELLETT. 
42, Minet-avenue, N.W.10. 


THE EDITOR 


BACTERIOLOGICAL 


] Lr is undoubtedly necessary, as your 

sclence correspondent stressed (April 
1), to compel the governments and the UN 
to repudiate and to ban germ warfare. If 
we ail to act now and stop bacteriological 
warfare, there will be no bounds to cruelty 
nor to the unleashing of the forces of de- 
struction. 

But the US Government has consistently 
refused to condemn BW both in the pre- 
and post-war periods. In 1947 President 
Truman personally intervened in the 
US Senate and prevented the ratification 
of the Geneva Convention of 1925. Later in 
July, 1949, at the Geneva Conference for 
the drafting of the International Convention 
for the protection of war victims the US 
Government opposed the condemnation of 
biological warfare proposed by the Soviet 
Union. On March 19 this year in the UN 
Disarmament Commission the US repre- 
sentative opposed the adoption of such a 
ban. The US has not only failed to propose 
the banning of bacteriological warfare, but 
has opposed the adoption of every such pro- 
posal put before the UNO and its various 
agencies. 

At the same meeting of the UN Disarma- 
ment Commission in March the Soviet Union 
proposed that following the banning of BW 
that body should investigate the charges 
made by Korea and China, and that those 
found guilty of this crime should be pun- 
ished. Ail these proposals were also dis- 
missed by the USA. Nor did theUS repre- 
sentative condemn germ warfare when he 
denied its use in Korea. 

Moreover the US officers in charge of 
BW and others in authority haye on many 
occasions made it clear that they have no 
scruples over using BW, and that they will 
do so when it suits them. The US scientific 
periodical “‘ Science Newsletter” of July 8, 
1950, had no doubt that “ Germ warfare may 
get a trial very soon, if the fighting in Korea 
continues.” 

So it is the US Government which is both 
preventing the condemnation of BW, and 
which is responsible tor the failure of such 
a competent body as the UN Disarmament 
Commission to investigate the Korean and 
Chinese charges. 

In an attempt to discredit the evidence of 
the Koreans and Chinese, the Press has 
made use of the “ scientific testimony ” of 
several American military and biological 
scientists. The New York Times (Aprij 3, 
1952) published the comments of these 
authorities who ‘“ examined” the  photo- 
graphic evidence, and found it ridiculous. 

The military authority testified that the 
photographs of bombs alleged to have been 
used for the dropping of infested insects 
were “not adaptable, even theoretically to 
carrying germs.” The American bacteri- 
ologist Dubos asserted that the photographs 
published by the Chinese and alleged to be 
meningococci were not meningococci at all 
since they were not kidney shaped diplo- 
cocel. 

This testimony has been accepted by the 
daily Press and has been used in an attempt 


WARFARE 


lo discredit the germ war charges, and s0 
prevent an outcry for UN investigation. 
llowever, the photograph in fact shows with 
unmistakable clarity, kidney shaped pairs of 
bacteria characteristic of meningococci. And 
as 'to the bombs supposedly suitable only for 
leaflet distvibution the NY Herald Tribune 
wrote three days later: : 
“ After hearing secret testimony in this 

military field Representative Robert L. F. 
Sikes, U.Fla, Chairman of the House 
Appropriations Sub-Committee, said: 
‘Actually retaliatory bacteria warfare 
does not involve some complicated ‘super 
weapon’; the means of delivering germs 
to enemy territory, he said, are simple 
and involve equipment of the type with 
which the services now are ‘ already well- 
stocked, such as the containers used cur- 
rently fur dropping propaganda leaflets.’ 

These facts have been suppressed by the 
Press. In view of the evidence and the US 
stand on the question of BW, it is clear that 
determined pressure will have to be exerted 
on the US and our own governments not 
only to obtain the banning of BW in UNO, 
but even to obtain a competent UN commis- 
sion to examine the charges as was propose 
by Malik. 

The Americans have been carrying out 
secret research oy BW, lavishly provide 
with funds for almost ten years. They 
have, as L. Johnson, US Secretary of De- 
fence admitted on March 31, 1950, refrained 
from publishing much, if not most, of their 
data. Ue said: “It would be unwise from 
a security standpoint to publish these 
studies.” It seems unlikely that your corre- 
spondent has had access to this secret work. 


NORA WOOSTER. 
Cambridge Peace Front, 
108, Tenison Road, Cambridge. 


‘lis sad to note in Peace News of May 9 
more than a column devoted to_con- 
demnation of the testimonies of Joliot-Curie, 
D.N. Pritt, and Jack Gaster, of the World 
Peace Council and the British Peace Com- 
mittee. Elsewhere in the same issue it 15 
accepted as inherently probable that a body 
which glorifies in its use of the atom bomb 
and the napalm weapon could have 1° 
qualms whatever about instituting ger™ 
warfare. 

You ignore the evidence produced and 
you plead for an investigation on terms lala 
down by the Americans. Unfortunately the 
territory to be examined by a neutral bod¥ 
is worth of the 38th parallel where alone 
the epidemics have occurred, and you seem 
to expect the victims to furnish facilities 
for whitewashing the authors of thelr 
sufferings. If a clean bill of health were 
returned by the neutral investigators I sUP- 
pose we would have to disregard the ev! 
dence of the Koreans and Chinese, and the 
opinions of the above-named, and attribute 
the singular immunity of South Korea to 
superior American hygiene. 

A. E. COPPARD. 

Dunmow, Essex. 


R. H. WARD’S ADDRESS TO THE PPU 


R H. WARD’S address at the Peace 
° Pledge Union’s AGM seems to be 
based on the fallacies that wars are due to 
inherent pugnaciousness and love of vio- 
lence and that peace will come from the 
training of these instincts. ' 

Far too many people equate peace with 
sweet reasonableness, finding the middle 
way in any tense situation and avoiding 
offence io either side — the Confucian 
“mean,” in tact; a useful diplomatic com- 
promise for the moment, but no more. The 
Christian way of love, however, starts out 
from new first principles and seeks a funda- 
mental remedy for the evils causing the 
tension, maintaining its position with 
courage and conviction, and with no “ re- 
spect of persons,” and creating an entirely 
new situation. 

Now as to love of violence per se—this 
does not normally exist—it is a perversion. 
In most people violence is only resorted to 
in defence of something on which the heart 
is emotionally set--esteem, carnal satisfac- 
tion, security, comfort, and power. The 
cure is in the affections—to seek first the 
Kingddom, in fact, and to leave such things 
to look after themselves. Translated into 
the international sphere this becomes shat- 
teringly pertinent. : 

Is not the prime question which we British 
pacifists should ask ourselves, whether we 
dare examine the effects of our materialist 
system past and present even if we find we 
must condemn that system and our share 
in it and from it. 

To put it more bluntly can we face the 
fact that the white races are monopolising: 
too much of the world’s resources, that they 
have economically enslaved the other two- 
thirds of the world and that they are not 
only standing by while millions starve but 
are actually largely responsible. 

Acquisitiveness—to use Tawney’s word— 
is the prime occasion for wars, the cause of 
violence, and far harder to cure. 

LESLIE LEWIS. 

41, Brunswick Road, Ipswich. 


ICHARD WARD states that out of the 
violence of man’s nature, come wars. ~ 
To get rid of that violence, he contends, is 
unnatural, and, therefore, even if desirable, 
is practically impossible. How sick we are 
of hearing this quite illogical argument— 
the usual one of war-supporters. 
There is confusion between violence and 


conflict. By Richard Ward’s standards, 


Jesus was violent—a disturber of the peace: 
Yet Jesus would never have made wars- 

I think this cult of the cause of: wat 
being in the nature of man is a very harm 
ful influence in the PPU. It prevents out 
opposing the obvious causes of war around 


us. 

Last year’s address by Michael Tippett 
was much more realistic. He pointed oul 
that conflict, whether between natiqns or i 
man’s soul, may prevent, rather than result 


in war. RICHENDA LEE. 
87, Stoney Road, Coventry. 


R. H, WARD is very good, if we note that 

- he was speaking to a select audience 
on the text: “ Beware of the Pugilism 12 
us all.” 

We are pugilists by nature, even if wé 
have become pacifists by grace. We do, all 
of us, require a change of heart. 

But what is all right from the lips of 
R. H .Ward, who, like myself, would rathe! 
be shot, than shoot, is all wrong from the 
lips of the so-called Christian Churches: 
Our remedy, say they, is not Ward’s pac! 
fism, but Ward’s gospel: “ Ye must be bor! 
again.” 

They tell us, ad nauseum, that the only 
real cure is what they call Overseas Mis- 
sions. “Convert the Koreans, and the 
Chinese, and the Malayans, and the Rus- 
sians, and the Americans, and wars will 
cease.” _ 

Our reply is: “Your cure does not 
work.” For, the moment war breaks out, 
all the Christians, on both sides, start kill- 
ing one another. The only people that re- 
fuse to do it, on both sides, are the despise 
pacifists. 

lf Ward calls this Phariseeism, well, tet 
him (Rev.) G, T. PEET. 

9, Chatham Road, Worthing. 


WHAT is more astonishing than R. H. 
Ward’s maze of contradictions 15 
the amount of space you have allocated t? 
it in our newspaper. I assumed that wé 
had left this personal and indiyidual stu! 
behind us years ago, leaving this now to the 
“experts ” on tribunals. : 
The short answer to this “ challenge” 1 
of course, what has this to do with col- 
scripting ignorant and innocent boys fo 
mass murder of others they have neve? 
hated or seen? A. E, POLAND. 
Kavala, East Cliff, Porthtowan, 
Truro, Cornwall. 
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CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS 


THE MEANING OF PEACE 


Found peace on justice 
not bombs—co-op womeN 


WE are very gravely concerned with 

_ ‘the continued degeneration of inter- 
national relations between East and West,” 
said Mrs. W. A. Barnes (Ilford) at the 
Congress of the Women’s Co-operative 
Guild at Scarborough last week. 


_ Mrs, Barnes, who is a member of the 
Central Committee, was speaking in sup- 
Port of the Commit'tee’s resolution on peace 
and disarmament, quoted in Peace News ot 
May 9. 

_ “We believe we should found peace on 

Justice and right, not on bombs and 

gun she went on. “The co-operative 

way is the true way to bring peace into 
the world. It is a constructive way which 
every one of us can work for,” 

The resolution was passed with an 
Umendment, proposed by the Surbiton 
branch, whieh called on the British Gov- 
finment to press America relentlessly for 
4 change in their foreign policy, and their 
Acceptance of People’s China on the United 

ations. 


Five-Power Conference 


Mrs. Smith (Westminster), movine: a 
resolution calling for a five-power confer- 
€nee, said that she believed such 2 confer- 
‘nee—between Britain, Aimerica, France, 
“Mina and Russia—was possible if only 
the common people wanted it badly enough 
tnd made their intentions clear to their 
Sovernments. 

She added: “ We think the rearmament 
Programme has set us back 10 years in 
health and education and similar good 
things for working women. Our first 
Tesponsibility is to lead the way in an 
effort to build world peace.” 

A resolution unging the withdrawal of 
foreign bases in Britain was passed, 

We don't accept that the piling up of 
‘rmaments will prevent war or that 
Military bases will prevent attack,” said 
Mrs, Wilford (Streatham). 

‘We must take our courage in both 
hands and stand up to those in authority 
‘nd let them know quite plainly that we 
Wil have nothing to do with war.” 

Other resolutions dealing with inter- 
National affairs included one which pro- 
tested against the rearmament of ex-enemy 


Countries. Mrs. M. Elias (Sheldon), sup- 
Porting: this resolution, said “Such re- 


armament flies in the face of guild policy. 
And it is our belief that a talented nation 
Should be encouraged to employ these 
talents with a view to consolidating: peace.” 


UNDER 21’s ACCEPT COLD-WARFARE 


CONNIE JONES, the PPU Field Worker, 
of Was the speaker at the Sunday session 
om the recent PPU Lakeland Area Conter- 
‘ ce, the Saturday session of which was 
Ported last week. 

e emphasis throughout was 


on the 


Problem of offering young people a better 
Connie Jones said that 
accepted warfare—hot 


Way than war. 


the under-21s or 


Oy eee 
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tbe MyM eT 
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Derwentwater from the conference room 
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OME 50 people attended the 

National Peace Council Confer- 
enze at Elfinsward on May 16-19 to 
discuss the ‘“‘ Meaning of Peace” 
under the chairmanship of Professor 
Norman Bentwich. 


PHILOSOPHICAL 


At the opening session Archdeacon 
Hartill dealt with “ The Philosophical Basis 
of Peace,” pointing out that none of the 
philosophers had fully discussed the mean- 
ing of peace, nor had there been a serious 
attempt to think out clearly the difference 
between force and violence. 


lie suggested that the conference might 
avree to define violence as a morally wrong: 
use of force. 


Force alone could never be the basis of 
peace. Good taith was an essential, and 
therefere veace was impossible in the ab- 
sence of some absolute standards of 
morality, since where there was no such 
standard there was no basis on which the 
other side could rely, 

[It was the duty of the State to foster 
spiritual values and strengthen cultural and 
social values. It was the duty of peace- 
makers to challenge religious and_ political 
leaders as to where they drew the line be- 
yond which they would, regard any form of | 
vielince ax morally wrong and a 
able. 

| 


They had to find the moral equivalent 
to war since peace was not the attempt to 
maintain the status geo—-not so much the 
tranquillity of order as an ordered change 
in which energy could be released for essen- 
tial improvements. 


ECONOMIC 


the second plenary session with the “ Eco- 
nomic Basis of Peace,” defined peace as the 
clearing’ up of the present wars and the 
avoiding of a third world war. She seemed 
to be so concerned to argue that the economic 
and geographical position of Russia was 
such ag ta remove any temptation to go to | 
war (but that the same was not true of | 
America) that she failed to deal adequately | 
with the subject entrusted to her, being 
content to deplore the distortion of truth | 
which led to bitterness and misunderstand- 
ing and to urge that the free world should 


t 
Professor Joan Robinson, in dealing at | 


cold—ard military conscription as the 
natural scheme of things. We must, there- 
fore, have them constantly in mind in 
advertising pacifism. 

We must be forthright in publicising the 
horrors of war, we must state our alterna- 
tive courageously without minimising its 
difficulties, and we should see thait all young 
men had the opportunity of making a 


_ reasoned case before a tribunal. 


Connie Jones said that apart from the 
young people whom we knew personally, 
we should concentrate on bringing over to 
our side a small but important minority. 
One way in which they could be reached 
was by the Peace-Builders’ Work-Study- 
Travel Scheme, which made available free 
hospitality, in Great Britain and a number 
of other countries, to serious-minded young | 


people. Another was the Friendship Home | 
in Germany, a peace college run by ! 
pacifists. 


come down on the right side in the colonial 


struggle. 
POLITICAL 


In the third session Leslie Hale, MP. | 
dealt with the ‘‘ Political Basis of Peace,” 
saying that there were two essentials; an 
overwhelming respect for human lite and 
wu truly internationalist attitude. 

He thought that among the steps which 
could be taken immediately towards peace 
would be the internationalising of such stra- 
tegic points as the Suez Canal, 
Panama, the Dardanelles and Gibraltar, and 
an all-out effort to alleviate world suffering. 

All modern problems such as_ world 
poverty, soil erosion, and the destructive- 
ness of new weapons involved the same 
answer: disarmament and negotiation. 

One immediate need was for an inter- 
national conference to discuss the provision 
for world needs and to make war on misery 
and distress. 

The Conference divided into four commis- 
sions on: A live-and-let-live agreement; Dis- 
armament; Functional co-operation; and 
Non-Violence as a method of peacemaking. 

After four sessions the leader of each 
commission reported to a meeting of the 
full conference, which subsequently dis- 
cussed the Chairman’s summary of the pro- 
ceedings and concluded with a most interest- 
ing session in which a team dealt with “ any 
questions ” previously submitted but not re- 


the | 


May 23, 1952, PEACE NEWS—5 
Up and Doing 


Urgently Needed 


VOLUNTEERS are wanted to sell PN 
at THE SHEFFIELD YOUTH FESTI.- 
VAL, May 30-June 2, THE LABOUR 
ree RALLY at Filey, Yorks, June 
Every day a meeting, conference, film 
show or demonstration is held at which 
the pacifist point of view could profitably 
be put forward, 

We cover as many as we can with the 
handful of volunteers known to the office. 
THIS IS VALUABLE WORK FOR 
PEACE; it calls for far more helpers; it 
brings results. 

Please send us your name and address, or 
watch out for the local meetings and 
write for supplies (on “sale or return”). 

H.F.M. 
Sales last week 12,000 copies. 


“KEEP PEACE NEWS GOING” 


Liverpool Peace Board were told by Wil- 
fred Wellock at a recent meeting that some 
500 periodicals had gone out of circulation 
in recent years. Many of them were the 
organs of minority groups whose influence 
was essential to the effective working of a 
healthy democracy. 


Peace News was important in keeping 
alive truth and sanity in a world over- 
ridden with false money values. “ The paper 


vealed to them in advance. 


must be kept going,” he declared, 


On arms: £200,000,00 every 24 hours 


A PROCLAMATION calling for ‘‘ peace 
*% by negotiation in 1952,” was endorsed 
by a British Peace Committee Conference 
on * The Road. to Peace and Rising Living 
Standards,” last week-end. 

The Conference called for 

An end to the war in Korea with the 
return of all prisoners; 

The bringing of the Four Powers to- 
gether for a united peaceful Germany; 
An end to the war in Malaya; and 

A Five-Power peace pact. 

A campaign for millions of individual 
members is to be launched and a “ Korea 
Fortnight ” is to be organised at the end of 
June. 

Opening the Conference, Mr, D. N. Pritt, 
QC, President of the BPC, said the Govern- 
ment’s policy in relation to peace and war 
must be changed—‘“ A big job in any kind 
of democracy.” 

“War preparation is the worst in_his- 
tory at the moment,” he declared. “On 
a rough calculation I should say that the 
major countries are spending about £200 
million every 24 hours. 

“The cost of that in life, movement, hap- 
piness and health is absolutely incalculable. | 


Deputation to Quakers 


Loud applause greeted the statement by 
Mr. A. Bernstein, a Quaker—made in the , 
diseussion—that the peace issue would be, 


to the fore in the Yearly Meeting of the | 
Society of Friends. The Conference decided 
to send a deputation to the Meeting. 

Trade Union delegates reported ion acti- | 
vities to get support for resolutions on peace 
which would go on the agenda of the TUC | 
next September. 

“The organised workers ara beginning 
to see that rearmament is not the answer | 
to unemployment 
George Crane of the AEU. 

“The workers now want their skill to 
be used for exports, not arms.” 


in this country,” said | 


Mrs. Wraight, Wandsworth Peace Coun- 
cil delegate, speaking as a pacifist, stressed 
the need.to explain a policy of peace- 
making. She recommended that all peace 
workers should read Peace News to get 
facts. 

It was estimated that 626 delegates and 
observers and 200 visitors attended. 167 
Peace Committees were represented; 144 
TU Branches, 5 Trades Councils; 25 
National Assembly of Women; 25 British- 
Soviet Friendship branches; 17 Shop Ste- 
ward Committees;; 98 miscellaneous. 

The Government had refused to allow any 
visitors from abroad to enter the coumtry 
to attend the conference. 


Give us peace—or get out! 
By Ronald Malione 
WE 


are trembling on the brink of de- 

; stroying tke civilisation on which 
millions depend,” said the Rev. Dr. Belden 
at Camberwell on May 15, addressing a 
publie meeting to which all churches in S.E. 
and S.W. London were invited by the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation. 

“We must not tolerate war. Government 
must give us peace or get owt. But the 
public will not make this demand until it 
is led by the Churches. 

“ Before crucifixion, Christ prayed four 
times for the same thing: that they (His 


| disciples) might be one. But the battlefields 


oe a dreadful denial of all Jesus pleaded 
or. 

ae There are at least 500 million profess- 
ing Christians in the world, 110 million 
of them in Russia, according to the pre- 
sident of the anti-God Society. The Pax 
Christi Plan proposes to enrol Christians 
in groups ,of 2,500 to renounce war 
collectively, not individually, as Church 
members. ‘War is public enemy No. 1. 
It is idle to talk of setting our domestic 
house in order if we are going to let war 


, rage through the earth.” 
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oo en et ot Sn mney 


EMRYS HUGHES MP 


Detence of the 
HUMBUG IN 


EITHER the Foreign Secretary 

nor the Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Ministry of Defence have im- 
pressed the House of Commons with 
explanations about the napalm 
bomb. 


The recent protest written in his diocesan 
magazine by the Archbishop of York has 
shown how uneasy is the Christian con- 
seience about this terrible weapon and the 
way that it indiscriminately burns up 
civilian and soldier alike. 

And the House of Commons is uneasy 
wo and is not satisfied when Mr. Eden 
shrugs his shoulders, and, as his habit is 
in difficulties, strikes his prefabricated 
pose of virtuous indignation, waves his 
arms theatrically to the benches behind 
him, and asks rhetorically “Who started 
she Korean War?” 

That is not facing the issue. It is 
whether the United Nations is justified in 
burning up everything in the area it decides 
+o bomb irrespective .of whether civilians 
are there or not. 


Our responsibility through UN 


Myr. Nigel Birch has now given the ex- 
planations of the Ministry of Defence. He 
told us (May 14) that it is normally 
dropped from a height of one hundred feet, 
and that it was wholly ineffectual to drop 
it from a great height and it was ineffec- 
tive against towns. 

It might be true civilians had been killed 
by the bomb but that was not the inten- 
tion, and it was a far more discriminating 
weapon than high explosives used on 
towns. It had not beem used by United 
Kingdom forces in Korea at all. 

Well, we are all glad to know that 
British airmen are not using the bomb, and 
not directly responsible, but surely we have 
some responsibility for a war which is 
being officially fought under the auspices 
of the United Nations and in which our 
army is engaged. 


Was the Press exaggerating ? 


When I asked Mr. Birch about bombing 
reported the previous week, he replied “IT 
think you are a little misinformed. A lot 
of these reports in the Press are greaily 
exaggerated.” 

Is the Press then exaggerating about 
the napalm bomb, and why? Actually the 
report on which I hau based my question 
was from the News Cnronicle which had 
taken it from the official communiqué 


This had boasted about a raid which had | 


taken place on May 8 and had stated that 
12,000 gallans of napalm were dropped 
and 165 buildings destroyed. 

Mr. Birch explained that the raid took 
place on a storage dump six miles away 
from the nearest. village. 

But if 165 buildings had been destroyed 
—the official statement—it could hardly 
have been six miles from the nearest 
village. 

If we are really concerned about the 
civilian population of Korea we could 
give some kind of warning before setting 
out to burn up everything in a radius of 
two square miles. For is not the protec- 
tion from aggression one of the objects 
of the Korean war ? 


Have we not gone there as part of the 
international police ? What police in order 
to arrest or shoot some desperate criminal 
would burn down a place with 165 
buildings ? 


Noel Baker’s attitude 


When we ask questions about the napalm 
bomb it is rather sad to note how readily 
one of our Labour front-bench spokesmen, 
who ought to be helping us, rushes in to 
assist the Government in its difficulties. 
Mr. Noel Baker has repeatedly done this 
lately, and there has been a good deal of 
resentment on the back benches about it. 


We all know that the Labour Govern- 
ment was in office when war in Korea 


began, but is it necessary for ex-Labour | 


Ministers to defend every kind of atrocity 
on the ground that it is colective security? 


_ Certainly there is precious little collec- 
tive security for a village which has 12,000 
gallons of napalm dropped on it. 


Villages reduced to ashes 


Mr. Birch should be compelled to read 
the recent book by René Cutforth, reviewed 
in PN on page three. 


He gives harrowing descriptions of the 
suffering inflicted by the bomb, and adds: 


I thought of the hundreds of villages 
reduced to ashes which I personally had 
seen and realised the sort of casualty 
list which must be mounting up along 
the Korean Front.” 


IRENOUNCE WARANDIWILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 


This pledge, signed by each member, is 


/ the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 
YOUR pledge to 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., WCI 


in all 
duty and has outrun such 
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Napaim Bomb 
THE HOUSE 


In the light of this and of the very large | 


number of napalm bomb raids which have 
been chronicled in the reports of the United 
Nations HQ iit is impossible to accept Mr. 
Birch’s explanations. 


No-one to bury the dead 


Here is a description from 
York Times of February, 1951. 
a village near Seoul: 


“A napalm raid hit the village three 
or four days age when the Chinese were 
holding up the advance and nowhere jn 
the village have they buried the dead 
because there is nobody left to do so. 
The inhabitants throughout the village 
and in the fields were caught and killed 
and kept the exact postures they had 
held when the napalm struck—a man 
about to get on his bicycle, fifty boys and 
girls playing in an orphanage, a house- 
wife strangely unmarked, holding in her 
hand a page torn from a Sears-Roebuck 
catalogue.” 

The official communiqués do not contain 
vivid descriptions of this kind, but if one 
reads them with any imagination at all 
one realises that these napalm raids must 
infliet appalline suffering on innocent 
people. 


the New 
Tt said of 


Stop the war 


And the Government whose spokesman 
apologises for this activity is in favour of 


continuing the war on the grounds that | 


they cannot agree to risk handing over 
prisoners of war to the other side. This, 
it is agreed, would be an act of inhumanity 
to the prisoners. Mr. Mayhew suggested 
the other day that a way out of the diffi- 
culty would tbe to allow prisoners who 
wished, to emigrate to the United States. 

In the meantime we are to demonstrate 
our coneern for suffering humanity by 
aequiescine in the burning up of the vil- 
lages behind the lines. Many of the 
prisoners in the camps will have by 
now no homes to return to and they may 
have lost their wives and children as well. 


The first step that is likely to help the 
prisoners is to stop the war. 
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FREEDOM FROM FEAR 


Only through reason—not war 


- the policy of containment is no policy at all, becouse the Soviet Union will 


not be contained. We must not hope for 
Na peace whatever is possible while 
are in Communist hands. 
Moscow is Communist . 

must be the only aim... 
fhe so-called pacifists would yladly leave 
the red army and the black police . . 
where im the world while the great Russ 


We are at 


the best but prepare for the worst .. + 


the immense forces under the control of Moscow 


war and shall remain at war while 


The hberation of the world fron. totalitarianism 
to send a message of hope to the millions... 


¢ ) whom 
lo fight their hopeless daily wor against 


- neither peace nor freedom is possible any- 


ian people are deprived of both. 


ai Salvador de Madariaga. Sunday Times May 18, 1952. 
And the most dafficult part of the work jor peace... is he conquering of anctent 
passions. ... This then must be our Holy War—the war against war. Its main 


weapon, reason. 

—Salvador de 
f Cbesaaee SG is a difficult word to 
define simply because apart from 
the freedom of each human being to 
think their own thoughts and believe 
in their own creed, there is no such 

thing as complete freedom. 

That there are relative degrees no one 


would deny; the rich man imprisoned for 
some crime against society is restricted and 
controlled; the poor man, not in prison, 
is also constricted and controlled by the 
extent of his pay packet, or his particular 
circumstances, Most people, however, would 
say he was fortunate in comparison with 
the man in the prison cell.- 


In the same way it is undoubtedly true 
that the people of this country have a 
greater physical freedom than the people 
of the Soviet Union. In this country peeple 
do not look over their shoulders before 
voicing an opinion, and they can go, or not 
go, to the polls as they choose, 

In Russia under the Czars, and now 
under the Kremlin, such freedom is not 
known, but it is absurd, indeed it is move 
than absurd, it is a kind of madness, to 


| Suggest that there can be no peace in the 


world until the Russian people have exactly 


| the same degree of freedom as the British. 


It is even possible that by temperament and 
national characteristics they would not find 
our particular brand of social democracy 


either pleasing or desirable. 

That the peace of the world is menaced 
it is true; that so-called freedom and demo- 
eracy is menaced by war.is also true, but 


SHOULD DOCTORS SERVE IN 


THE ARMED FORCES? | 


| 


Conference discusses medical ethics 


patient.” 

This, said Dr. Duncan Leys, in opening 
a discussion on “The Hippocratic Oath 
and the Declaration of Geneva” at the 
recent Conference of the Medical Associa- 
tion for the Prevention of War, in London 
recently, is the one new, clearly stated 
and immensely valuable addition which the 
Declaration of Geneva has made to the 
tradition of the Hippocratic Oath. 

It deals with the over-riding obligation 
of the doctor to his ethic in the face of 
the conflicting ideologies and national and 
elass loyalties, 

Speaking of the MAPW, of which he is 
Chairman, he said that three of its six 
clauses were ethical: “to formulate our 
responsibilities in relation to war; to op- 
pose the use of medical science for any 
purpose other than the preservation of 
life and relief of suffering; and to urge 
that energy and money spent in prepara- 
tion for war should be directed into the 
fight against disease and malnutrition.” 


However widely members of the Confer- 
ence might differ on philosophy he felt sure 
that all recognised the need for an ethic 
so that they might apply in a given situa- 
tion principles which would promote and 
conserve the integrity or wholéness of 
society. 


Disease and its social context 


“Our ethic,” he said, “must be informed 
by our understanding of the sciences, not 
only the sciences of physics, chemistry 
and biology, but of economies, sociology 
and statisties. Without understanding, 
there can be no morality: the greater the 
understanding, the more noble the ethic.” 

It is in the light of considerations such 
as these that the ethical statements of the 
Hppocratic Oath and the Declaration of 


; Geneva must be examined, he said, and 


continued by quoting René Sand—‘ The 
doctor of today who sees disease only as 
disease, and not in its social context, is 
not a true doctor because he does not 
fulfil his whole duty to his patient.” 

The Declaration of Geneva, which was 
adopted by the World Medical Association 
in 1948, was disappointing, Dr. Leys con- 
sidered, in that it failed to express the 
need for a doctor to recognise his duty 
to society as welll as his duty to individual 
patients. 

“There is no indication,” he said, “that 
the practice of medicine must look beyond 
the individual patient and his immediate 
ilIness; must be collective; must create 


the conditions of civilisation which alone 
can create health. 


“Surely the daily practice of medicine, 
its branches acknowledges such a 
a limited state- 


ment of its ethical principles? 


“What indeed is the application of the 


Hippocratic or Geneva Declaration to that 


will not permit considerations of religion, nationality, race, party | 
polities oy social standing to intervene between my duty and my 


very large body of doctors whose werk | 
never brings them into direct: relations 
with individual patients at all? Do these 
need no ethical concepts in their work? 


“Ts it not obvious that the experiment- | 
alist, the statistician, the public health | 
worker, as well as the general practitioner, 
surgeon, psychiatrist and other specialists 
in personal medicine, need as much or more 
than they, to commit themselves to the 
social purpose of their work, whether this ! 
be the anatysis of morbidity, the adminis- 
tration of the health service, or in labora- 
tory or clinical research. 

“Tt is not a difficult task to restate the | 
ethical principles of medicine in such a 
way as to. proclaim the doctor’s duty to | 
think and act in terms of social as well 
as individual needs, and I believe that when | 
this is done it will be impossible for any- 
one to suggest that war and the prepara- 
tion of war are not as directly the eon- 
cern of an’ orgainised medical .profession 
as the control of TB or the elimination of 
the diseases of deprivation.” 


In the discussion that followed it was 
emphasised that the Geneva Declaration 
was based on the brotherhood of men: a 
principle which should apply in all circum- | 
stances. There should not be two stan- 
dards of medical treatment, one for white 
people and one for coloured, nor should 
any hospitals, ag in China, be reserved for 
members of one political party only. 

The Geneva Convention, said one mem- 
ber, implied the pacifist stand, since a 
doctor in the anmed forces would have to 
obey orders irrespective of the Oath and 
would be making men well in order that 
they might kill others. 


Is a pacifist stand implied ? 


Several speakers advocated the study of 
languages, and the suggestion was made 
that the World Health Organisation _be 
asked to publish a journal dealing with 
scientific and ethical problems in English, - 
French, Spanish and Russian. i 

In replying to the discussion, Dr. Leys 
said that whether or not a doctor became 
a CO must be left to each individual doctor 
to decide. But, he added, there is a grow- 
ing body of opinion in the medical pro- 
fession to the effect that service in the 
armed forces is incompatible with the 
Hippocratic Oath. 


Doctors in the armed forces ordered to 
act in a way incompatible with medical 
ethics, said Dr. Leys, should be prepared 
for personal sacrifice, they should never- 
theless try to obtain the support of col- 
leagues for any stand they might take, 
and through them of the medical associa- 
tions able to discuss the issue. 


Reports on other sessions of this conference 
wil] appear in Peace News next week 


‘ 


Its battlefield, our own heart. 


Madariaga. “The Price of Peace.” 


the threat comes from both sides of | the 
Iron Curtain, and that threat is explicit in 


Madariaga’s own words. Reason tells him | 


that Russia cannot be 
and perhaps anger, tells him that Con- 
mubhism must be destroyed. In fact he has 
abandoned the weapon of reason and trans: 
ferred the battlefield from his own heat 
to a world already bitterly laid waste bY 
useless wars, 


contained; fear, 


This is no way to either peace or, free 
dom. If Communism ig inherently evil ans 
wrong then ultimately it will destroy itself 
but the pacifist belief in the ultimate 
triumph of good is not synonymous wit 
“gladly” leaving millions in the grip of 
a tyranny. On the contrary, since one 
wrong cannot be put right by.a further 
wrong it is plain that a new and _ posilive 
approach must be made to find a solution. 

If Russia cannot be contained, then | 
must be brought into a community ° 
nations, and the attempt to do so must De 
based not upon hoping for the best, but 
believing in the best. Preparing for ‘bé 
worst cannot achieve this, it ean only end 
in war. 


The negotiation trom strength poliey has 
resulted, inevitably, in no negotiation at @ I, 
but instead, a race in armaments accom 
panied by threats, not tajks. 

A decision by the Western Powers to dis 
arm would not only be a decision for peac® 
but it would be an act of good faith with- 
out which there can he no starting pO! 
for negotiations of any kind. No Iron CW!” 
tain in the world could smother the news 
and freedom from fear of an atomic wal 
might well open the door to freedom for 
all the enslaved people of the world. Hop". 
ing for the best has, in fact, never, bee? 
wood enough; the only possible policy » 
to prepare for the best, ang to start now: 


EARL BATHURST | 
APOLOGISES 


(Continued from page one) | 


and officers is to win adherents to the! 
pledge to renounce war. 


“The purpose and the only purpose of 
Lord Bathurst’s speech at Frampton-907 
Severn was to point out that if Communist 
were allowed to eWablish themselves 44 
positions of influence in public bodies ae 
in bona fide public organisations, + 


| might seek to pervert the purposes of those 


bodies and organisations for Commu! 
ends. 4 

“It was never his intention either in hie 
speech or in his subsequent letter to tb 
Stroud Journal, to attack the Peace PledB® 
Union or ta cast doubt on the bona fid’ 
of its sponsors and officers. 

“ Both the defendants ask me to express ; 
their sincere regret and apologies for | 
embarrassment and distress which this ¥ 


fortanate matter his caused to gh 
plaintiffs. ' 

After the defendants’ statement, M ‘i 
John Davidson, for the plaintiffs. asf 


leave to withdraw the action, which 
Justice Parker approved. 

Following this action a similar actios 
brought hy members of the Natio? | 
Peace Council against Earl Bathurst 4", 
the proprietors of the Stroud Jour? 
was heard. 

Similar statements were made by the 
counsel on both sides, after which th, 
action was also withdrawn on the agree | 
terms. 
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Pacifist Trade Unionists 


Peace Pledge Union members wh? | 
are members of trade unions are aS 3 
to communicate with Peace News, ‘ 
Blackstock Road, London, N.4, givin 
their name, address, and name 
union. 
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